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Message Text 


TAGS: XE, US 

SUBJECT: KUWAIT PRESS REPORTS USG PLANS "STRIKE EORCE" 
FOR GULF REGION 


REF: KUWAIT 00532 


1 . FULL TEXT OF FIRST-PAGE WASHINGTON POST ARTICLE 
(JAN. 27) CITED WIRELESS FILE NO. 19 FOLLOWS: 

QUOTE: HEADLINE: "NEW U.S. MILITARY PLAN: EUROPEAN, 
PERSIAN FOCUS". 


DEFENSE SECRETARY HAROLD BROWN HAS JUST SENT THE SERVICE 
CHIEFS A SECRET MASTER PLAN DIRECTING THEM TO STRUCTURE 
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THEIR FORCES TO STOP A SOVIET BLITZKRIEG IN EUROPE AND PUT 
OUT A BRUSH FIRE WAR IN A PLACE LIKE THE PERSIAN GULF. 


BROWN'S GUIDANCE FOR THE FIVE-YEAR PERIOD 1980 THOUGH 1984 
SHOWS A HEAVY EUROPEAN ORIENTATION BUT WARNS THE CHIEFS 
THAT CONFLICTS IN THE PERSIAN GULF "COULD SOFTEN THE GLUE" 
OF THE NATO ALLIANCE "AS SURELY" AS SOVIET SUPERIORITY 
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ALONG THE NATO FRONT. 

HE ORDERS THE SERVICES TO RESHAPE THEIR FORCES IN A NUMBER 
OF WAYS, INCLUDING FORMING A QUICK-STRIKE TEAM OF ARMY AND 
MARINE DIVISIONS FOR RESPONDING TO SUDDEN CONFLICTS. 

A FIREFIGHTER ROLE FOR THE MARINES WOULD MARK THEIR MOST 
SIGNIFICANT MISSION IN EUROPE SINCE WORLD WAR 1. THE 
PLANNED SHIFT UNDERSCORES THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION'S 
EMPHASIS ON THE ATLANTIC RATHER THAN THE PACIFIC 
THEATER. 

BROWN'S GUIDANCE DOCUMENTS, SOME OF WHICH WERE OBTAINED 
BY THE WASHINGTON POST, DISCLOSE THESE OTHER DIRECTIONS 
IN MILITARY POLICY: 

-THE ARMY IS TO PROCEED WITH ITS PLANS TO DEPLOY IN 
EUROPE IMPROVED NUCLEAR WARHEADS-PRESUMABLY THE ENHANCED 
RADIATION WARHEAD CALLED THE NEUTRON BOMB-AND TO DEVELOP 
A LONGER-RANGE PERSHING MISSILE. 

-THE AIR FORCE IS DIRECTED TO MODIFY ITS NEWEST B52H 
BOMBERS FOR THE DUAL ROLE OF EITHER FIRING CRUISE MISSILES 
OR HAVING THE CAPABILITY TO PENETRATE ENEMY DEFENSES TO 
DROP NUCLEAR BOMBS. 
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-THE NAVY IS TO BUILD THREE TRIDENT MISSILE CARRYING 
SUBMARINES EVERY TWO YEARS AND START PUTTING POLARIS SUB- 
MARINES IN MOTHBALLS SOON, CALLED "CARETAKER STATUS". 

IN JUSTIFYING AN ALL-SERVICE EFFORT TO STRENGTHEN NATO 
FORCES, BROWN TOLD MILITARY LEADERS, "WE FACE AN IMMENSELY 
STRONG AND GROWING MILITARY POWER TO THE EAST. 

"OUR NEAR-TERM OBJECTIVE IS TO ASSURE THAT NATO COULD 
NOT BE OVERWHELMED IN THE FIRST FEW WEEKS OF A BLITZKRIEG 
WAR, AND WE WILL INVEST AND SPEND OUR RESOURCES PREFEREN- 
TIALLY TO THAT END. 

"WHEN THAT ASSURANCE IS REASONABLY IN HAND," BROWN CON- 
TINUED IN A "CONSOLIDATED GUIDANCE" OVERVIEW DOCUMENT, 

"WE WILL TURN OUR ATTENTION TO WHAT ADDITIONAL CAPABILITY, 

IF ANY, NATO MIGHT NEED TO BE ABLE TO FIGHT FOR AT LEAST 
AS LONG AS THE WARSAW PACT." 

HOWEVER, BROWN CONTINUED, "EVENTS IN THE PERSIAN GULF 
COULD SOFTEN THE GLUE THAT BINDS THE ALLIANCE AS SURELY 
AS COULD AN IMBALANCE OF MILITARY FORCE ACROSS THE INTER- 
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GERMAN BORDER. BUT WE ARE AS YET UNSURE OE THE UTILITY 
OE U.S. MILITARY POWER IN PERSIAN GULL CONTINGENCIES" 

AND ARE STUDYING THE QUESTION. 

A SOVIET THRUST AGAINST NATO, BROWN'S GUIDANCE INDICATES, 

WOULD CONSTITUTE A FULL WAR AND A FLAREUP IN THE PERSIAN 
GULF, A HALF WAR. HE DIRECTED THE SERVICE TO PREPARE TO 
FGHT 1 1/2 WARS AT ONCE. 

TO FIGHT A "HALF WAR," BROWN ORDERED A NEW OUTFIT TO BE 
ORGANIZED, CONSTITUTED OF A DIVISION OF MARINES, WITH ITS 
AIR WING, PLUS TWO REINFORCED ARMY DIVISIONS. 
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IT "SHOULD BE STRUCTURED, MANNED AND EQUIPPED FOR CONTIN- 
GENCIES THAT COULD PRECEDE A MAJOR WAR IN EUROPE," BROWN 
SAID OF THIS QUICK-STRIKE FORCE. 

WARNING THE SERVICES THAT FUTURE PENTAGON BUDGETS WILL BE 
INCREASED ONLY MODESTLY, HE SAID MILITARY LEADERS SHOULD 
KEEP ONLY ENOUGH REAR ECHELON FORCES TO SUPPORT SIMUL- 
TANEOUSLY 30 DAYS OF WAR ALONG THE NATO FRONT AND A 
HALF-WAR ELSEWHERE OF INDEFINITE DURATION. 

IN DISCUSSING BATTLEFIELD NUCLEAR WEAPONS FOR NATO, BROWN 
TOLD THE SERVICES TO STOP DEVELOPING OR DEPLOYING NEW 
UNDERGROUND NUCLEAR MINES OR NUCLEAR-TIPPED ANTI-AIRCRAFT 
MISSILES. 

INSTEAD, HE SAID, THEY SHOULD PROCEED WITH PLANS TO PUT 
IMPROVED NUCLEAR SHELLS IN THE 155-MM AND 8-INCH ARTILLERY 
BATTERIES IN EUROPE AND ON THE LANCE TACTICAL MISSILE. 

LANCE HAS A RANGE OF ABOUT 56 MILES. PRESIDENT CARTER 
HAS SAID THE NEUTRON WARHEADS FOR THESE WEAPONS WILL NOT 
BE DEPLOYED UNLESS THE NATO ALLIES WANT THEM. BROWN'S 
GUIDANCE APPEARS TO ASSUME SUCH APPROVAL WILL BE FORTH- 
COMING, ALTHOUGH THERE IS TIME TO CALL OFF DEPLOYMENT. 

IN DESIGNING NEW NUCLEAR WEAPONS FOR THE BATTLEFIELD, 
BROWN WROTE, THE EMPHASIS SHOULD BE ON DESTROYING MOBILE 
TARGETS SUCH AS TANK FORMATIONS "WITH LESS COLLATERAL 
DAMAGE" THAN THAT INFLICTED BY PRESENT-DAY NUCLEAR 
WEAPONS. THE NEUTRON WARHEAD IS DESIGNED TO KILL TANK 
CREWS WITH RADIATION WITHOUT BLASTING AWAY AS MUCH OF THE 
SURROUNDING COUNTRYSIDE AS CONVENTIONAL NUCLEAR WEAPONS. 

RESEARCH ON THE "EARTH PENETRATOR" NUCLEAR WARHEAD FOR TH 
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PERSHING II MISSILE UNDER DEVELOPMENT "SHOULD BE CON- 
TINUED," BROWN SAID. THE EARTH PENETRATOR WOULD BE 
DESIGNED TO BURY ITSELF IN THE GROUND BEFORE EXPLODING IN 
A MOUNTAIN PASS LIKE AN ATOMIC MINE. 

2. EYI: WE WILL ATTEMPT TO GET FURTHER CLARIEICATION 
AS REQUESTED REFTEL. VANCE 
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